Ireland
Activity Book
A book of activities for
your mind, body and soul.

Fun Facts about Ireland
1. Being drunk in public is an
offence.

6. The Wild Atlantic Way, a
stunning drive that
stretches from the cliffs

2. Nigerians and the British

around County Donegal, all

both drink more Guinness

the way down to the

than the Irish!

beaches of County Cork, is
the ‘longest defined coastal

3. English is not the first

driving route in the world’.

language of Ireland. Irish

The 2,500 km route passes

is the first official

through nine counties and

language.

three provinces.

4. Ireland was the Titanic’s

7. The shamrock is

last port of call. While the

recognised around the

ship officially left for

world as a symbol of

America from

Ireland and all things Irish.

Southampton in England,

But the harp is actually the

its last port of call was in

official National Symbol of

Cobh, County Cork.

Ireland.

5. Ireland is home to the

8. It’s a pretty wet country -

oldest Yacht Club in the

in the summer of 2007, it

world

rained in Ireland for 40
days straight!

Who was St Patrick?
395 A.D.
St Patrick was born in Great
Britain, but where abouts was
this near? (Circle the correct
answer)
A: Kilpatrick, Scotland
B: Killin, Scotland

C: Portnahaven, Scotland
411 A.D.

Quick Question: How

At the age of sixteen, he was

many Christians are

kidnapped, enslaved and sent

there in the World?

to the mountainous

(Circle the correct

countryside of Ireland. His job

answer)

there was to tend to sheep!
A: 14 million
415 A.D.
He escaped his captors, and

B: 2.3 Billion
C: 2.8 Billion

followed instructions from a

dream in which God told him
to flee to the coast. There he

Answers to all of our

would find a ship to return to

quiz questions and

Great Britain!

puzzles are available at
the back of this pack!

Who was St Patrick?
433 A.D.
When he arrived in Great Britain
he had a second dream. Irish
people were begging him to
return to them. He began
studying to become a Priest,
eventually becoming a bishop for
the Catholic Church. In 433 A.D.
he returned to Ireland to teach
Christianity.
17th March 461 A.D

Irish Riddle:
Where can you find
gold, but there’s
never really any gold
at all..?
A: A Dictionary

After thirty years of missionary

B: A Library

work, St Patrick died in Ireland. He

C: The Bank

was basically forgotten, and for
centuries myths surrounding his life
and work were told to young and
old. Due to these myths, Ireland
decided to name Patrick their Patron
Saint.
17th March
St Patrick’s Day is now celebrated all
over the world by millions. It is the
celebration of St Patrick and the arrival
of Christianity in Ireland.

Book of Kells Colouring
The Book of Kells (c. 800 CE) is an illuminated manuscript of the
four gospels of the Christian New Testament, currently housed at
Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland. Add some colour to this Celtic
Ornament from the Book of Kells.

Stunning Irish
Landmarks

Voya Seaweed Baths, Sligo

Cliffs Of Moher, Clare

Dingle Peninsula, Kerry
Giant’s Causeway, Antrim

Ireland is Famous For?
The island of Ireland, north and south, has a population ranging

approximately between 5 – 6 million people, yet it’s one of the most
famous countries in the world.
Unscramble the letters to find out some of the unique things
Ireland is famous for!

1

IUGNSESN

2

IRREVNADEC

The stout, ruby red and black

Michael Flatley and Jean Butler

with a thick creamy head is

brought this production to the

probably one of the most

world. Around the globe, people

famous things to come out of

became obsessed with the

Ireland! It was first brewed at

show, which was created by Bill

St James’ Gate Brewery,

Whelan, and it quickly became

Dublin 1759.

one of the most internationally
recognised stage shows of all
time.

My guess:

________

My guess:

______

Ireland Is Famous For?

3

CSALTSE

4

NALDACSEP

Dotted around Ireland are

In Ireland, you will find secluded

hundreds of these buildings

beaches, high cliffs, windy narrow

and some of them are

roads, pristine lakes, oceans and

included in the top Ireland

seas, waterfalls, mountains, and so

tourist attractions. One of

much more.

the most famous of these
can be found in Blarney!
Many are in ruins and only
with imagination can you get
a sense of the grandeur and
importance that these

historic fortresses once held.

My guess:

_______

My guess:

_________

Ireland’s Top Three Symbols
Ireland’s top three symbols are the Celtic Cross, the Green
shamrock, and the Harp.
Popular legend states the Celtic Cross was
introduced by St Patrick when he was
converting the pagans in Ireland to
Christianity. The Celtic Cross represents the
meeting place of Divine energies and can
be seen as a symbolic compass, offering
spiritual navigation.
Shamrocks are the young sprigs of clover. It
is a symbol of Ireland and according to
legend, Saint Patrick used it to illustrate
the doctrine of the Holy Trinity. Shamrock
comes from the Irish word seamair meaning
simply "little clover."
The Irish harp is a national symbol of
Ireland and appears on the Irish Euro and
the Guinness logo. It was also used as a
symbol by Irish nationalist organisations,
including the Repeal Association and
the Irish Republican Brotherhood.

How to Draw a Shamrock
Use the easy guide below to draw your own Shamrock. We have
provided you with two areas to practice, use Area 1 to follow the
step by step images below and use the Area 2 to draw your final
piece!
Area 1:

Area 2:

Hope, Faith, Love & Luck
The four leaf clover represents hope, luck, faith and love. This makes
the four spokes of a four leaf clover a perfect representation of
human life. Use the template and questions below to reflect and
show the individuals in your life that you have hope, faith, love and
luck for.

St Patrick’s
Word Generator
Make as many words as you can from the saying: ‘Happy St.
Patrick’s Day.’ They can be as long or as short as you like!

My Words
For example: ‘H’ from
happy, ‘T’ from St and ‘A’

‘Happy
St.
Patrick’s
Day.’

from Patrick make the word
‘Hat!’

A Spot of Colour
Take some time to colour in the Irish Flag! The left stripe is
green, the right stripe is orange and the middle stripe is white!

Why not spice things up and try including patterns or shapes?

•

88% of Irish born people are Roman Catholic,
and 45% of them attend mass every week.

•

9% of Ireland’s population are redheads.

•

In Dublin, there’s a pub for every 100 people.

Finding a Pot of Gold
Did you know, with a bit of cunning and a lot of luck, it is said
that if you catch a leprechaun, he will tell you where his pot of
gold is hidden? Readers must be aware, as the leprechaun is
smarter than the average mythical creature, and you may be
tricked into looking for gold at the ever elusive end of a rainbow.
The Story of the Poor Farmers
The most well known origin

wishing for everything, this

story of the leprechaun’s pot

included new tools, a house,

of gold at the end of the

jewellery and the list went on

rainbow involves a couple of

and on. The leprechaun was

poor farmers in Ireland. When

dismayed by their greed and

a husband and wife pulled

told the couple they might

their very last carrot out of

have all they wished for and

their garden, they found a

more if they could find his pot

leprechaun dangling from the

of gold hidden at the end of

roots. Being captured, the

the rainbow. The leprechaun

leprechaun promised one wish

winked at the farmers and left

in exchange for his freedom.

them to chase rainbows
forever, looking for a fortune

They couldn’t decide on a
single wish, so they began

that they would never find.

Finding a Pot of Gold
What is it’s meaning?
us that relying on luck, magic,

So why, out of all the Irish

and greed can be a recipe for

folklore, is the leprechaun’s

disaster. Instead of working

story of deception the one

hard, people can be tricked

that sticks in people’s minds?

into wasting their precious

Well, like all great fables,

time and resources searching

there is a moral to the story.

metaphorically for a pot of

This cautionary tale reminds

gold at the end of a rainbow.

Leprechaun Facts!

•

Leprechauns are a type of fairy

•

Leprechauns are very sneaky

•

The word Leprechaun means ‘small
body’

•

Legend has it, they dance the Irish jig
so much they wear out their shoes

•

There are Leprechaun sightings which
date back to the 13th Century

•

They originally wore all red!

The Leprechaun Maze
Can you help the Leprechaun find his pot of gold? From the
starting point navigate your way through the maze and try
to get to the pot of gold in the middle!

Start
here

Guess that Famous
Irish Person

This is an Irish novelist, famous

This is a singer-songwriter who

for his experimental use of

rose to fame in the 1980’s. Her

language and exploration of new

most famous hit is ‘nothing

literary methods.

compares to you.’

My guess:

My guess:

This is a Football Manager and

This is an actress and her

former professional player. He

numerous television credits

is one of the most successful

include playing the title role in

Irish players of all time!

Jane Eyre, Casualty and

My guess:

Coronation Street.
My guess:

St Patrick’s Day
In America
In 1962 Chicago dyed a

There are 34.7 million U.S

portion of the Chicago River

residents with Irish ancestry!

green for the first time! A

That is seven times the

whopping 40lbs of dye is what

population of Ireland and the

it takes to dye the river green

second most frequently

for the day every year!

reported ancestry, behind
German.

The first St Patrick’s Day

parade took place in Boston in

The fountain in front of the

the year 1737!

White House is no exception
to St Patrick’s Day! Green

1 million spectators attend the

dye is added to the water to

New York City St Patrick’s Day

give it that Saint Patrick's

parade.

day feel!

Did you know, the highest
number of leaves found on a
clover is 14?
There is a ten thousand to one
chance of finding a lucky four
leaf clover.

The Irish Quiz
1. How many Countries are

6. The Republic of Ireland

there in Ireland?

became independent in:

1601,1845, 1921 or 1955?
_____________________________

_____________________________

2. Which City is not in the
Republic of Ireland?

7. What is the official currency
in Ireland?

_____________________________

3. Who invaded Ireland?
_____________________________

________________________
8. What colours are on the Irish
flag?

4. What is the main religion in
the Republic of Ireland?

_____________________________

_____________________________

9. What day do people

5. Who became the first

celebrate St. Patricks Day?

English King/Queen of
Ireland?

_____________________________

_____________________________

10. What symbol is associated
with St. Patrick?
_____________________________

Blarney Castle
Colouring Page

Luck of the Irish
Sudoku
Each row, each column and each of the large four squares should
have one of each image. Fill in the blanks!

St Patricks Day
By Jean Blewett

There’s an Isle, a green Isle, set in the sea,
Here’s to the Saint that blessed it!
And here’s to the billows wild and free
That for centuries have caressed it!
Here’s to the day when the men that roam
Send longing eyes o’er the water!
Here’s to the land that still spells home
To each loyal son and daughter!
Here’s to old Ireland—fair, I ween,
With the blue skies stretched above her!
Here’s to her shamrock warm and green,
And here’s to the hearts that love her!

Irish Wordsearch

LUCK

RAINBOW

PARADE

GUINNESS

TRADITION

JIG

POT OF GOLD

RELIGION

SAINT

IRISH

GREEN

SHAMROCK

ST PATRICK

IRELAND

MARCH

Irish Quotes
Have a read of these Irish quotes and then
write down your answer to the question
below!

A good friend is
like a four leaf
clover, hard to find
and lucky to have.
Irish Proverb

May the luck
of the Irish
always be
with you.

For each petal on the
Shamrock, this brings a
wish your way: Good
health, good luck, and
happiness for today and
every day.
Irish Blessing

May the dreams you
hold dearest be those
which come true and
the kindness you
spread keep returning
to you.
Irish Proverb

Which one is your favourite, and why?

May your
pockets be
heavy and your
heart be light.
May good luck
pursue you each
morning and
night.
Irish Blessing

Irish Activity Book Answers
Who was St Patrick, 395
A.D.
– Answer A: Kilpatrick

The Irish Quiz

Quick Question
– Answer B: 2.3 Billion

1. Two
2. Belfast
3. The Vikings, The
Normans & The English
4. Catholicism
5. Henry VIII
6. 1921
7. Euro
8. Green, Orange & White
9. 17th March
10. Shamrock

Irish Riddle
– Answer A: A Dictionary
Ireland is Famous For?
1.
2.
3.
4.

Guinness
Riverdance
Castles
Landscape

Guess that Famous Irish
Person
1.
2.
3.
4.

James Joyce
Sinead O’Connor
Roy Keane
Sorcha Cusack

Answers:

Irish Activity Book Answers
Sudoku:

Wordsearch:

