Did you know…
There is an International Literacy Day which is
celebrated each year on 8th September. It was
celebrated for the first time in 1967 and reminds the
international community of the importance of literacy
for individuals, communities and societies, and the need
for intensified efforts towards more literate societies.
Did you know:
•

758 million adults
worldwide lack basic

reading and writing
skills.
•

114 million are between
15-24 years old.

•

Two thirds are women.

Good early language skills
are central to children’s
early years development
and play a crucial role in
their literacy skill,
educational attainment
and future life chances.

Up to 90% of
preschool age
children with delayed
language
development are later
diagnosed with a
reading disorder.

Complete the Quote
Complete the four quotes by using the words below
them to fill in the blank spaces.

1. “Literacy _____ the ____ basic currency of the _____
economy.” – Barack Obama
Most / Knowledge / Is

2. “Literacy is a _____ from _____ to _____.” – Kofi Annan
Bridge / Misery / Hope

3. “Description _____ in the _____ imagination, _____ should
finish in the _____.” – Stephen King
Begins / Writers / But / Readers

4. “_____ faithful to the _____ in your _____.” – Paula
Hawkins
Stay / Stories / Head

Answers are available at
the back of this pack.

Writing a Journal
Writing a journal is simply writing down your thoughts and
feelings to understand them more clearly. Journaling can help you
gain control of your emotions and improve your mental health.

Reasons to start a Journal:
•

Help improve overall mood

•

Take control of your

Journal Options:
•

Turn a memory
into a story

emotions

•

Make lists

•

Express yourself

•

Record your own

•

Prioritise problems

•

Identify negative thoughts

•

Draw and doodle

and behaviours

•

Paste pictures

Re-live positive memories

•

Record song lyrics

•

Write your own

•

dream

poem
•
Benefits:
•

Manage anxiety

•

Reduce stress

•

Cope with depression

•

Improve mental health

Write a stream of
consciousness

How to write a Journal
These steps will support you to get started with
journaling:
Try to write every day: Set

Use your journal as you see

aside a few minutes every day

fit: You don't have to share your

to write. This will help build

journal with anyone. If you do

regularity with your writing.

want to share some of your
thoughts with trusted friends

Make it easy: Keep a pen and

and loved ones, you could show

paper handy at all times. Then

them parts of your journal.

when you want to write down
your thoughts, you can.

Relax: Look at your writing time
as personal relaxation time.

Write or draw whatever

Write in a place that's relaxing

feels right: Your journal

and soothing, maybe with a cup

doesn't need to follow any

of tea. Look forward to your

certain structure. It's your own

journaling time. And know that

private place where you can

you're doing something good for

express your feelings. Let the

your mind and body!

words and ideas flow freely.

If this has inspired you, use the template on the next
page to start journaling your first week!

Journal: My First Week
Monday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:

Saturday:

Sunday:

Treasure Island
Treasure Island is an adventure

hills and bays. Soon, a story

novel by Scottish author Robert

began to take shape, along with

Louis Stevenson, narrating a

names like Jim Hawkins, Squire

tale of "buccaneers and buried

Trelawney, Billy Bones and

gold.“

Captain Smollett. “The next

Stuck inside one rainy summer
day in the Scottish Highlands,
Robert Louis Stevenson joined
his stepson, Lloyd, at the easel
and began drawing pictures.
Stevenson sketched an island
that resembled “a fat dragon
standing up,” as he would later
call it in the novel, and began
populating it with harbour's,

thing I knew,” Stevenson wrote,
“I had some papers before me
and was writing out a list of

chapters.”
“Fifteen men on the Dead Man's
Chest Yo-ho-ho, and a bottle of
rum! Drink and the devil had
done for the rest Yo-ho-ho, and
a bottle of rum!”

Unscramble the letters to reveal

the character’s name from Treasure
Island:

ILLBY OENSB
My guess:

_____ _____
Answers are available at the back of this pack.

Treasure Island
Bring this scene from Treasure Island to life with some
vibrant colours!

Literacy Jokes
Make people laugh with these funny reading & writing jokes.
Q: Why do writers always feel the cold?
A: Because they are surrounded by drafts.

Q: Why did Shakespeare write with ink?
A: Because he couldn’t decide which pencil to use… 2B or not 2B?
Q: Why do words and punctuation always end up in court?
A: To be sentenced!
Q: What is the difference between a cat and a comma?
A: A cat has claws at the end of it’s paws, and a comma is a
pause at the end of a clause.
“Write a wise saying and your name will live forever.”
(Unknown Author)
I have spent all day reading, it was bound to happen.
Q: Why did the pregnant women shout: couldn’t, wouldn’t,
shouldn’t?
A: She was having contractions!

Yesterday a book fell on my head… I only have my shelf to blame!

Missing Punctuation
We have removed the punctuation from these sentences, can you

correct them?

1. I love eating babies and smiling but I hate punctuation
2. I love baking my family and my friends
3. Toilet ONLY for disabled elderly pregnant children

4. A woman without her man is nothing
5. We are going to learn to cut and paste kids
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Answers are available at the back of this pack.

Moby Dick
Moby-Dick, or otherwise
known as, “The Whale” is an
1851 novel by American
writer Herman Melville. This
classic story revolves around
Captain Ahab and his
obsession with a huge whale,
Moby Dick. The sole survivor
of a ship narrates the tale of
the captain's self-destructive

Moby-Dick is based on a real-life

whale called Mocha Dick. Named
after the Chilean island of
Mocha, near where sailors first
encountered him, he was a 70foot albino sperm whale known
for swimming calmly next to the
whaling boats. But on the first
sign of a harpoon, he would
suddenly try to destroy the boat.
When he was finally killed

obsession.

around 1839, he had at least 19
harpoons lodged in his sides.
Navigate your way through

“I know not all that may be

the Moby Dick maze!

coming, but be it what it will,

Start here

I'll go to it laughing.”

End here

Moby Dick
Set sail, and add some wonderful sea themed colours to this Moby
Dick inspired scene!

A Poem of Names
Acrostic poems are common forms of poetry, they were used in
medieval times to highlight the name of the poet. This type of poetry
spells out a name, word, phrase or message with the first letter
becoming each line of the poem. It can rhyme or not, its your choice.
Using your name as inspiration, write your very own acrostic poem!
Use each line to describe your character and personality.

Here are two examples below:

T otally crazy
O bviously barmy
M omentously happy
M agnificent, a creature of wonder
A lluring, so attractive
R eliable, a buddy you can count on

I nteresting, truly fascinating
O bliging, willing to accommodate
N ice, a sweet soul
On the next page we have provided you with a template to write your
very own Acrostic poem.

A Poem of Names
Write the letters of your name in the boxes on the left. Use the
right hand side to write your phrase, or a line that starts with the
letter.

Murder on the
Orient Express
Murder on the Orient Express

Çerkezköy, Turkey, where it was

is a work of detective fiction by

marooned for six days! Two years

English writer Agatha Christie

later Agatha Christie was involved

featuring the Belgian detective

in a similar scenario when she was

Hercule Poirot. It was first

travelling on the Orient Express

published in the United

and the train got stuck for a period

Kingdom by the Collins Crime

of time due to heavy rainfall and

Club on 1st January 1934.

flooding, which washed part of the
track away.

The story was inspired partly
by an incident in 1929 when
the Orient Express was
trapped in a blizzard in

“The impossible could not have
happened, therefore the
impossible must be possible in
spite of appearances.”

Answer these Poirot inspired quiz questions:
1. What police force was Poirot retired from?
a) Belgian
b) American
2. In which novel did Hercule Poirot make his
first appearance?
a) Murder on the Orient Express
b) The Mysterious Affair at Styles

Answers are available at the
back of this pack.

Murder on the
Orient Express
Poirot is about to embark on a murderous case, add
some colour to this picture to help him solve the crime!

Literacy Wordsearch

LETTER

BOOK

SIMILE

FULL STOP

QUESTION MARK

PUNCTUATION

NOUN

GRAMMAR

VERB

PARAGRAPH

READING

SENTENCE

COMMA

WRITING

LANGUAGE

FICTION

STORY

ADJECTIVE

The Hound of the
Baskervilles
The Hound of the Baskervilles

Robinson told Conan Doyle

is written by Sir Arthur Conan

about growing up in Devon and

Doyle and features the

the local legends. Conan Doyle

Detective Sherlock Holmes,

was especially interested in the

who is investigating the legend

tales of ghostly hounds that

of a supernatural hound, a

roamed Dartmoor. The stories

beast that may be stalking a

would later inspire this book.

young heir on the fogshrouded moorland. In March
of 1901 Conan Doyle
vacationed in Norfolk with his
friend Bertram Fletcher
Robinson. While the men
played golf and relaxed they
spoke of many things.

The Hound of the
Baskervilles
“Mr. Holmes, they were the footprints of a gigantic hound!”

Be a Detective and spot the difference between these two
Sherlock Holmes pictures:

Answers are available at the back of this pack.

The Hound of the
Baskervilles
Using colour, bring this Hound to life as it explores the
Moors.

Name that Author
Dust off your thinking caps! Can you name each of the authors
below? We have included some clues to help you.

1.

2.

Clue: This author wrote one

Clue: This author is

of Christmas times most

Scotland's best selling crime

famous novels.

novelist.

Answer:

Answer:

3.

4.

Clue: This author wrote about

Clue: This author is the

a boy wizard and his magical

worlds most famous mystery

adventures.

writer.

Answer:

Answer:
Answers will be available at the back of this pack.

Literacy Answers
Complete the Quote Answers:
1. “Literacy is the most basic currency of the knowledge
economy.” – Barack Obama

2. “Literacy is a bridge from misery to hope.” – Kofi Annan
3. “Description begins in the writers imagination, but should
finish in the readers.” – Stephen King

4. “Stay faithful to the stories in your head.” – Paula Hawkins

Treasure Island: Unscramble the Letters Answer:
Billy Bones
Missing Punctuation Answers:
1. I love eating, babies and smiling, but I hate punctuation.
2. I love baking, my family and my friends.
3. Toilet: ONLY for disabled, elderly, pregnant, children!

4. A woman: without her, man is nothing. Or A woman, without
her man, is nothing.
5. We are going to learn to cut and paste, kids!

Literacy Answers
Murder on the Orient Express Quiz Answers:
1. What police force was Poirot retired from?
a) Belgian
2. In which novel did Hercule Poirot make his first appearance?
b) The Mysterious Affair at Styles
Literacy Wordsearch Answers:

Literacy Answers
The Hound of the Baskervilles Spot the Difference:

Name that Author Answers:

