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The Clarinet
was invented in 14
Germany in 1690
JAN

Did You Know?
It was the instrument maker
Johann Christoph Denner
who invented the clarinet.
It was actually based upon
a similar instrument,
called the chalumeau.
However, the clarinet was
deemed to surpass the
chalumeau due to its richness
of tone in the higher and lower
registers.
The word ‘clarinet’ means ‘small trumpet’.
Denner was trying to achieve the trumpet’s richness
of sound through his new woodwind instrument, the
clarinet.
The clarinet is a relatively new instrument in
comparison to its woodwind family.
The clarinet family is comprised of many variations of
the standard clarinet. There is a piccolo clarinet, and
alto clarinet, a bass clarinet and even a contrabass
clarinet.

Music in the 1600’s
Music of this time was highly influenced by Italy and
Italian composers and was known widely as Baroque.
Baroque was considered to be an intricate and even
outlandish style of music which explored new forms.
Compositions were ‘homophonic’, meaning the music
followed one melody, but also ‘polyphonic.’ Polyphonic
compositions followed both the major and the minor
key, with perhaps two voices singing similar but
distinct words, one in major and one in a minor key.
This technique proved wildly popular during Elizabeth
I’s reign and continued throughout the reign of her
successor, James I.
Perhaps the most famous composer to emerge from
this time is Johann Sebastien Bach. He is still
considered one of the most important composers of
all time.

The music of Bach
In the music world, Baroque
and Bach are two words
very often spoken
together. Bach was one of
the most important
musicians to emerge
from the era, with his
influence still very much
present today.

Bach may have been
relegated to being just a
talented organist if it wasn’t
for a special concert nearly 60
years after his death. It was a
German composer, Felix Mendelsohhn who played
Bach’s ‘Passion According to St Matthew’, which
astounded the audience. There was a cultural
re-evaluation of his work and a new, avid audience for
his work emerged.

Colour a Cellist
Bring this cellist to life with some colours.

Amazing Bach Facts
1.Johann Sebastian Bach was born March 31, 1685 in
Eisenach, Thuringia, Germany.
2.His father, Johann Ambrosius Bach was a 7th
generation musician, and carried on the tradition by
teaching him how to play the violin.

3.Bach lost both his parents when he was 10 years old.
While living in Ohrdruf, Germany, his older brother Johann
Christoph Bach taught him organ.
4.In 1700, he was granted a scholarship at St. Michael’s
School in Luneburg for his fine voice.
5.During an inaugural recital on the new organ his
talents earned him the job of organist in Arnstadt, in
1703, at New Church. There he provided music for the
services at the church, as well as instruction in music to
the local children.
6.Bach married his cousin, Barbara.
They had seven children.

7.Having angered Duke Wilhelm for requesting release
from his job on short notice and desiring to go work for
Prince Leopold of Koethen, Bach was arrested and put in
jail for several weeks in 1716.
8.Upon his release from jail, Bach became the conductor
of the court orchestra, in which Prince Leopold played.

Instruments in the
Baroque orchestra
The Baroque orchestra was relatively small (a small
orchestra is known as a chamber orchestra). The
orchestra was still evolving during the Baroque period.
At first there were no set instruments, but as the 17th
century progressed, the orchestra began to take shape.
Baroque orchestra instruments usually
included:
Strings - violins, violas, cellos and double
basses
Woodwind - recorders or wooden flutes,
oboes and bassoon
Brass - sometimes trumpets and/or horns
(without valves)
Percussion - timpani (kettledrums)
Continuo - harpsichord or an organ

Baroque Word
Scrambles
Unscramble the words below...

1. H A R P S I C H R O D
2. BCHA
3. C L A I R N E T
4. P O LY P H O N C I
5. J O A N N H D N N E E R
6. C O N C R E T
7 . O R C H S E TR A
8. M U S C I

Instrument
Wordsearch

FLUTE
PIANO

HARP
CELLO

VIOLIN
TUBA
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